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DECISION MEMO 

Special use authorization reissuance for existing land special uses  

U.S. Forest Service, Chugach National Forest 

Cordova, Glacier and Seward Ranger Districts 

 

Background 

The USDA Forest Service, Chugach National Forest (CNF) proposed to reissue special use 

authorizations (“authorizations”) for a variety of existing land uses on the CNF, for new 

individual terms to replace the existing or expired authorizations.  There would be no physical 

changes to the authorized improvements or activities, other than routine/minor maintenance that 

may be required in order for the authorized improvements or activities to comply with the terms 

and conditions of the special use authorization. 

Project Location 

The project sites are located on National Forest System (NFS) lands within the CNF on the 

Glacier, Seward and Cordova Ranger Districts. Table 1 below provides the description and 

location of each special use authorization to be reissued. 

 

Table 1. Chugach NF: Locations of Proposed Special Use Authorization Reissuances 

Description of Use(s) & 

District(s) 

General Legal 

Description 

Current Auth ID & 

Term of 

Reissuance 

Approximate size 

of authorized area 

Federal Aviation 

Administration 

Phase 1: North Dutch 

Island, Continued 

Monitoring after 

Environmental Cleanup  

 

Use Code:512 

 

AK Section, T8N, 

R9E 

 

CRM. Valdez 

Cordova Borough 

 

 

 

 

GLA949 

5 years 

 

 

 

35 Acres 

Alaska Railroad 

Corporation 

(Portage/Placer) 

Ammo storage and gun 

mount for avalanche 

mitigation 

 

Use Code:521 

 

Sec. 26, T7N, R2E 

& ¼ SE, Sec.14, 

T8N, R3E & ¼ NE 

 

Seward C-6 & 

Seward D-5 

 

 

 

 

GLA927 

10 years 

 

 

2 Acres 
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State of Alaska 

Heney Ridge 

Communication Site 

(microwave-industrial) 

 

Use Code:804 

 

 

 

Sec.35, T15S, R3W, 

¼ SE, ¼ SE, ¼ NE 

 

 

Cordova 

 

 

COR29 

30 years Lease 

 

 

 

 

<1 Acre 

AT&T ALASCOM 

Tern Lake 

Communication Site 

(Microwave-Industrial 

with .2-mile access 

road) 

 

 

Use Code: 804 

 

 

 

Sec.7, T5N, R1W, ¼ 

SW 

 

 

Seward 

 

 

 

SEW9 

30 years Lease 

 

 

 

<1 Acre 

State of Alaska 

Naked Island 

Communication Site 

Private Mobile Radio 

Service 

 

Use Codes: 806 

 

Sec. 4, T6N, R12E, 

¼ NE, ¼ NW, ¼ 

NE, ¼ NE 

 

Seward. 

 

 

 

GLA182 

30 years Lease 

 

 

 

 

<1 Acres 

AT&T ALASCOM 

Tern Peak 

Communication Site 

Passive Reflector 

 

 

Use Code: 807 

 

Sec. 23, T5N, R2W 

and SEC. 24, T5N, 

R2W 

 

 

Seward 

 

 

SEW10 

30 years Lease 

 

 

<1 Acre 

Copper Valley Wireless, 

INC. 

Communication 

Site/Cellular (operation 

and maintenance on 

Heney Ridge) 

Use Code: 810 

 

 

Sec.35, T15S, R3W 

 

 

 

Cordova 

 

 

COR33 

30 years Lease 

 

 

 

<1 Acres 
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Copper Valley Wireless, 

INC. 

Naked Island 

Communication Site. 

Cellular Telephone & 

personal communication 

services (PCS). 

 

Use Code: 810 

 

 

 

Sec.4, T6N, R13E 

 

 

 

 

Seward 

 

 

 

GLA183 

30 years Lease 

 

 

 

< 1 Acre 

FAA, ANCHORAGE 

Begich Boggs 

Weather Station Camera 

System and Equipment  

Use Codes: 816, 423 

 

 

Sec. 13, T8N, R3E 

 

 

 

Seward 

 

GLA951 

30 years 

 

 

.10 Acres (AM/FM 

radio) 

.20 Acres (weather 

station) 

AT&T ALASCOM 

Windy Point 

Communication Site 

with access road 

Use Code: 818 

 

Sec. 25, T10N, R2W 

& Sec. 26, T10N, 

R2W 

 

Seward 

 

 

SEW8 

30 years Lease 

 

 

1 Acre 

Yukon Telephone 

Company, INC. 

Operation and 

maintenance. 

Use Code: 821 

 

Sec. 15, T8N, R4E, 

Sec.16, T8N, R4E, 

Sec.13, T8N, R3E & 

¼ NE, Sec.18, T8N, 

R4E & ¼ SE, Sec. 

18, T8N, R4E & ¼ 

NW, Sec. 17, T8N, 

R4E 

 

Seward D-5 

 

GLA726 

10 years 

 

 

 

4.89 Acres 

 

 

GCI Communication 

CORP. 

Fiber Optical Cable 

(installation and 

maintenance) 

Use Code: 823 

 

 

Sec.30, T15S, R2W 

and Sec.2-4, T16S, 

R2W 

 

 

Cordova 

 

 

COR408 

20 years 

 

 

 

 

2.50 Acres 

Cordova Telephone 

Cooperative, INC. 

Heney Ridge 

Communication Site 

Use Code: 832 

 

 

Sec.35, T15S, R3W 

 

 

 

Cordova 

 

 

COR397 

30 years Lease 

 

 

 

.20 Acres 

Cordova Telephone    
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Cooperative, INC. 

22 Mile (antenna, tower, 

shelter, equipment) 

Use Code: 832 

 

 

Sec.33, T16S, R1E 

 

 

 

Cordova 

 

COR168 

30 years Lease 

 

 

 

2 Acres 

Cordova Telephone 

Cooperative, INC. 

Johnstone Point (ATV 

trail, tower, radio 

equipment) 

Use Code: 832 

 

 

 

Sec.14, T16S, R8W 

 

 

 

Cordova 

 

 

COR169 

30 years Lease 

 

 

 

 

 

<1 Acres 

 

Decision to Be Implemented 

I have decided to implement the project as proposed, approving the issuance of the appropriate 

special use authorization documents to special use authorization holders for existing 

improvements and uses. This project is in compliance with both national and CNF Forest Plan 

goals and directives. 

The new special use authorizations will be subject to national standard clauses pursuant to Forest 

Service policy manual and handbook direction. Additional stipulations based on mitigation 

measures will be included in the permit to protect the NFS land resources. 

In accordance with Forest Service policy, this decision may also apply to the reissuance of any 

future authorized uses at the approved locations, provided that the environmental analysis 

documentation is reviewed, and a determination made that the previous analysis and decision are 

still valid. This review would include consideration of any new information or changed 

conditions which may warrant a new analysis and decision. (Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, 

11.23). 

Rationale for Categorically Excluding the Decision 

Category of Exclusion 

This action is categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement 

(EIS) or an environmental assessment (EA). The applicable category of actions is identified in 

agency procedures as 36 CFR 220.6(e)(15): Issuance of a new special use authorization for a 

new term to replace an existing or expired special use authorization when the only changes are 

administrative, there are not changes to the authorized facilities or increases in the scope or 

intensity of authorized activities, and the applicant or holder is in full compliance with the terms 

and conditions of the special use authorization.  

 

Finding that No Extraordinary Circumstance Exist 
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Based on information presented in this document and the project record, I have evaluated the 

resource conditions listed in 36 CFR 220.6(b)(1) and determined there are no extraordinary 

circumstances related to this project. The following resources were considered: 

 Federally listed threated or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species 

proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive 

species; 

 Floodplains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds; 

 Congressionally designated areas, such as Wilderness, wilderness study areas, or 

National Recreation Areas; 

 Inventoried roadless areas or potential wilderness areas; 

 Research Natural Areas; 

 American Indian and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites, and 

 Archaeological sites and historic properties or areas. 

Scoping 

This project is listed on the Chugach National Forest Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA), 

on 4/1/2020.  An interdisciplinary team of resource specialists reviewed the project to ensure 

no extraordinary circumstances and no negative environmental impacts. 

Findings Required By and/or Related to Other Laws and Regulations 

The special uses of National Forest land being proposed for reissuance were reviewed for 

consistency with the Chugach National Forest Land Management Plan (2020), and this 

decision is consistent with all standards and guidelines within MA1 Wilderness Study Area, 

MA4 Backcountry Area and MA5 ANILCA 501(b)  as well as all other applicable laws and 

regulations. 

 

Implementation Date and Contact 

This decision may be implemented immediately upon execution, and pursuant to 36 CFR 

218.23(a), this decision is not subject to appeal. For additional information concerning this 

decision, contact: Teresa Paquet, Special Uses Service Team Leader at email: 

teresa.paquet@usda.gov, or by phone at 907-754-2314, or by FAX 907-783-2094. 

 

_____________________________                                           _______________________ 

JEFF E. SCHRAMM      Date 

Forest Supervisor 

Chugach National Forest 

mailto:teresa.paquet@usda.gov

